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MSMOHAaDOM FOR: Mr. Xaat Obee, CPAO, USIS Islamabad 

** & : OSlA/»ashington, p/dh - Saul s. Gefter, 

_...— Program Manager, Afghan Media Staff 

S0BJ3CT : Afghan Media Project - Publicity/Atmospherics 

3SFSHSNC3 : CPAO Memo to P/DH dated 2/^2 

/ 
Your transmittal of Dick Hoagland's memoranda is much 
appreciated. Allow ae first to assure you that no cooies of 
tne aemoranda were given to or aeen by anyone outside" our 
office. However, p/dh did discuss the gist of the contents 
witn other Agency elements and with 30 management in general 
terms. The areas of concern brought ux> were the issues of 
publicity and atmospherics and possible problems within the 
training teaa. It was left to 30 to put its own house in 
oraer. 30 project directors went back to their people to 
investigate matters from the viewpoint of a possible negative 
impact on 30 itself in general and the project in particular 
tfe have no knowledge of -what was said between Boston University 
and its team aenDer(s) in Peshawar, individually or 
collectively. We feel that both the positions of the Post and 
Dick, in particular, vis-a-vis BO were sufficiently protected 
and tnat the discussions we held here were olacsd solely in the 
context of concerns expressed by OSIS Pakistan and OSIA. Wi*h 
regard to future correspondence on the subject ,~"it would be 
helpful if we were informed of memoranda or parts thereof which 
3houid not be inlcuded in the project file or which you feel 
should not be discussed with parties outside the Agency. 

With regard to Dick's observation concerning Page 3, etc. of 
the BO video training aaterial, 3.0.*s project aanagenent has 
responded with th# following, which I submit for your 
consideration: 

Read the curriculua in its entirety and particularly only 

as aackground aaterial for the course. . 

The training itself will certainly augment the course 

materials. 

The present training program has strong emphasis on the 
practical application of principles as opposed to the 
tneoretical. 
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FIX, it has bmma reported that the students, particularly on 
the prist aedia aide, are coaplaiaiag that they are b#ing given 
too such boaework, which is also part of the overall course 
woes. 

On Dick's aeao of February 11, P/OB stressed both Washington's 
and lslaaeaad*s concerns regarding. 3.0* contacts in the field 
with the aedia. strong eaphasis nam again, placed on possible 
significant negative raaifications in the GOp regarding ^ - 
interviews or other publicity, especially enanatiag froa within 
Pakistan. 30 project aanageaent has emphatically reiterated 
that it recognises* and is appreciative of, our concerns. 
Alio, it has taken stock: of these concerns and has instructed 
30 trainers again on the subject, 

Further, 30 has restated it3 policy that it is not seeking 
project puoiicity. 30 sees no sent in catting off legitiaate 
inquiry fraa tae aedia without whetting the appetite of the 
journalistic coaauaity for even greater in-depth coverage. 
While interviews in soae cases are peraissibie with 
discretion, visuals are prohibited (photography any place BO 
people and prograa participants in jeopardy }. SO also points 
out that the continuing delay on the oart of tae GOP in 
resolving the ASS and director issues only hlgbteas the danger 
to the project froa the publicity standpoint. Obviously, the 
press has had an interest in the project froa the beginning and 
this will continue into the anforseeable future - the aedia 
cannot be ignored, we aust deal with the issnes with prudence 
and discretion. 

Incidentally, I concur faliy with your observations and 
iapressions conveyed to sick in your aeaorandua of February 11. 

3.0. has reported back that there is no significant conflict 
within the training teas? that/ 



jthat there is no indication of any 



significant praaieas with~cbe training prograa in Peshawar but, 
on the contrary, that things appear rather solid. 80 also 
notes that as with any educational prograa, soae students are 
stars sad soae do not nake the grade. A general assessment of. 
the students at this tiae indicates that aany are asking great 
progress, while a few s>re not. 
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I trust the information provided herein is of value to both you 
and Dick and wish to esphasize that continued reporting on 
project publicity ataospherics in Peshawar etc. is aost 
welcome, fffe will pass all inforaation received to interested 
parties with continued discretion. 

I also fully concur with you that some information is aore 
appropriately handled by letter or aeao rather than by cable, 
particularly in view of the wide circulation both in and out of 
the Agency that telegraphic traffic receives. Best regards. 

?/DH:S5Gefter:jk / 



bec: P/D - JHosher 

NBA - EThcmhill 

P/G - BHoss 

PL - JO*Connell 
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